
Year 1 – Spring
English – stories by the same author

Childhood/toys

Core Texts Suggested Additional Texts

The 
Gruffalo
Julia 
Donaldson

What the Ladybird 
Heard

Julia Donaldson

Stick Man

Julia 
Donaldson

Knowledge for the writer
• Decide on your intended style and impact. 
• Plan before writing/telling to organise chronology and 

ensure main events lead towards the ending. 
• Visualise the setting and main characters to help you 

describe a few key details. 
• Rehearse sentences while writing to assess their 

effectiveness and the way they work together.
• Find some different ways of telling what characters think 

and feel, e.g. describe what they did or said. 
• Use some strategies to connect with the reader/listener 

e.g. use repetition of the same phrase or the same 
language pattern; ask them a question or refer to the 
reader as ’you’. What on earth was happening? Who do 
you think it was? 

• Show how the main character has changed or moved on 
in some way at the end. 

• Read or listen to the whole text as if you are the 
reader/listener or try it out on someone else: check that 
it makes sense and change anything that could work 
better.

Grammar Focus
• Capital letters at start of sentences and for proper 

nouns and “I” 
• Finish sentence with a full stop 
• Separate words with spaces
• Use regular simple-past-tense verb, eg walked 

Third person (he, she) 
• Co-ordinating conjunctions: and, but 
• Connectives of sequence: first, second, then 

Subject-verb agreement with “I” and he/she”, eg
“I/you/we have, he/she has 

• Begin to use noun phrases: adjective and noun 
• Prepositions: up, down, in, into, out, to, onto, 

under, inside, outside, above 

Structure
- Title
- Beginning 
- Middle 
- End

Language
- Past tense
- Capital letters 

and full stops
- Use of ‘and’
- Time 

connectives –
first, then, 
next

- Noun phrases
Purpose/Audience
To tell a story to entertain your 
audience.

WMG
story





Year 1 – Spring
English – stories by the same author

Childhood/toys

Core Texts Suggested Additional Texts

Old Bear

Jane Hissey Hoot

Jane Hissey

Little Bear’s 
Trousers
Jane Hissey

Knowledge for the writer
• Decide on your intended style and impact. 
• Plan before writing/telling to organise chronology and 

ensure main events lead towards the ending. 
• Visualise the setting and main characters to help you 

describe a few key details. 
• Rehearse sentences while writing to assess their 

effectiveness and the way they work together.
• Find some different ways of telling what characters think 

and feel, e.g. describe what they did or said. 
• Use some strategies to connect with the reader/listener 

e.g. use repetition of the same phrase or the same 
language pattern; ask them a question or refer to the 
reader as ’you’. What on earth was happening? Who do 
you think it was? 

• Show how the main character has changed or moved on 
in some way at the end. 

• Read or listen to the whole text as if you are the 
reader/listener or try it out on someone else: check that 
it makes sense and change anything that could work 
better.

Grammar Focus
• Capital letters at start of sentences and for proper 

nouns and “I” 
• Finish sentence with a full stop
• Use of question marks 
• Separate words with spaces
• Use regular simple-past-tense verb, eg walked 

Third person (he, she) 
• Co-ordinating conjunctions: and, but 
• Subordinate conjunction ‘because’
• Connectives of sequence: first, second, then 

Subject-verb agreement with “I” and he/she”, eg
“I/you/we have, he/she has 

• Begin to use noun phrases: adjective and noun 
• Adverbs of manner (how) to describe a verb, 

ending in “-ly”
• Prepositions: up, down, in, into, out, to, onto, 

under, inside, outside, above 

Structure
- Title
- Beginning 
- Middle 
- End

Language
- Past tense
- Capital letters and 

full stops
- Use of question 

marks
- Use of ‘and’
- Use of  ‘because’
- Time connectives 

– first, then, next
- Noun phrases
- Adverbs of 

manner (ly)

Purpose/Audience
To tell a story to entertain your 
audience.

WMG
story




